M'.   Xt'CU'STINK AND HIS AGE
f'-r v.,,rshii'|K-rs, the Church of the early centuries <u»t !M.my unfamiliar scenes to offer. Notably, ":rrr were {he privilege of 'sanctuary,' and the r-tfhf nf in-cuti* slaves. The /ex tisyll was greatly .ii'UMV. if! tlw early Christian Church, as we learn t!.»m a .irwrre ot 3^6, which forbids monks and »lrru-. t»» t.ivour the escape of criminals and 4rfr-U them with armed force in their churches ,i»Mi.'r.t thr »»iKci;ils. The securing of the privi-!n*r w.»s one tit the many narrow-minded fticMMstr-. nt thr bishops of the fourth century, whiih hrl|»cii to corrupt the Church they thought f*» serve. At Hippo there was probably no vuilcitt MI- "4r,isnrd use of the privilege, yet Augus-f:nc"-» »t*mtucl was marked by his usual unpractical MpfjituMU and want of discrimination. On one HivavMtj, when a parishioner named Fascius had Hr.l r«i the fhitrch, ami the angry officials chafed .if the ilnor, he paitl the man's debt himself on i Mfhhtititi that the money was to be raised by public collection if the man failed to pay it by a rrrMin day, On the appointed day the man was, ot' course, missing, und the collection had to be inatir tt> cover the loss to the church funds. There can be no doubt that even a moderate use ot' the privilege fostered idleness and swindling.